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Biography of the African princess saved from execution and taken to England where Queen Victoria

oversaw her upbringing and where she lived for a time before marrying an African missionary.
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When deciding to buy some books for my kids in elementary school to read, I was intrigued by the

title of this book, and I chose it. Reading this book for me was an exhiliarating experience, and I

would highly recommend it. The author tried to do justice to the life and history of this admirable

African or should I say Nigerian princess (I am biased here), and for the Yoruba folks, she was an

Egbado. Her ancestory can be traced to present day Abeokuta, Nigeria.This book encapsulates the

moving story of an African princess, who escaped death from a wicked king in the present day

Republic of Benin (Dahomey) courtesy of a British Naval Captain (Frederick Forbes) during the

early part of the 19th century. Captain Forbes brought her to England when she was about 6/7years

old, where she had a first taste of the British Aristocrats and became known as Sarah Bonetta

Forbes. She then had to be sent to Sierra Leone (West Africa) due to illness, having been thought to

be unable to withstand the cold weather. In Sierra Leone, she was an astute student in the Female

Institution there, and she maintained contact with Queen Victoria. She also met with the famous

First African CMS Bishop, Samuel Ajayi Crowther. After about 4 years in Sierra Leone and now

about 12 years old, Queen Victoria requested that she be sent back to England. She lived in



England until she was about 19 years old. Reading her letters and her experience in England, gave

me a personal satisfaction, as I had insight into a potential scholar the world did not really get to

know. Sarah undoubtedly was an extremely bright kid, and Captain Forbes conceded that she was

ahead of her contemporaries including the caucassian kids she schooled with.
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